


The history of Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP) is a story of strategic vision, determined 
execution, and adaptability in the competitive global maritime market. Its growth 
trajectory is more than a chronicle of logistical expansion; it is a compelling narrative 
Ɋȍ ɸʆɰǈʆǳȎȜǥ ȍɊɰǳɸȜȎȖʆ ʆɰǈȿɸȴǈʆȜȿȎ ȜȿʆɊ ʆǈȿȎȜǤȴǳ ȎȴɊǤǈȴ Ȝȿ̚ʎǳȿǥǳṁ MȽǳɰȎȜȿȎ ȍɰɊȽ ǈ 
nascent vision in the mid-1990s, PTP’s ascent to a preeminent global container port 
and transshipment nexus within Southeast Asia stands as a testament to determined 
execution and an astute understanding of the dynamic global maritime landscape.
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It is with great pride that I join in celebrating 
ʆȖǳ ᶢᶥʆȖ ǈȿȿȜʦǳɰɸǈɰʭ Ɋȍ åɊɰʆ Ɋȍ þǈȿȭʎȿȎ åǳȴǳɭǈɸ 
ṓåþåṔḼ ǈ ȴǈȿǬȽǈɰȰ ʆȖǈʆ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǳɸ ȿɊʆ Ɋȿȴʭ ʆȖǳ 
port’s remarkable achievements, but also 
Malaysia’s growing prominence as a maritime 
nation.

Since its inception, PTP has become a 
cornerstone of the nation’s maritime and 
logistics sector. Its strategic location, modern 
facilities and operational excellence have 
propelled it into the ranks of world-class ports, 
ʧȖȜȴǳ ǥɊȿʆɰȜǤʎʆȜȿȎ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆȴʭ ʆɊ ʆɰǈǬǳḼ ȭɊǤ 
creation and national competitiveness.

PTP’s success is closely aligned with the 
aspirations of the Dasar Pengangkutan 
Negara (DPN) in strengthening international 
connectivity, driving sustainable economic 
growth and enhancing Malaysia’s maritime 
ɰǳɸȜȴȜǳȿǥǳṁ MɯʎǈȴȴʭḼ Ȝʆ ɰǳ̚ǳǥʆɸ ʆȖǳ ʦǈȴʎǳɸ Ɋȍ 
Malaysia MADANI – prosperity, sustainability, 
innovation and inclusivity – by ensuring that 
ɭɰɊȎɰǳɸɸ Ȝȿ ʆȖǳ ȽǈɰȜʆȜȽǳ ɸǳǥʆɊɰ Ǥǳȿǳ̙ʆɸ ʆȖǳ 
rakyat while safeguarding future generations.

The Ministry of Transport remains committed 
to supporting PTP and all Malaysian ports 
through enhanced connectivity, digitalisation 
and human capital development. These 
initiatives will ensure that our maritime sector 
continues to thrive in an era of rapid global 
change, while upholding Malaysia’s reputation 
as a trusted and progressive maritime hub.

Âȿ ʆȖȜɸ ǈʎɸɭȜǥȜɊʎɸ ɊǥǥǈɸȜɊȿḼ u ǳʬʆǳȿǬ Ƚʭ 
warmest congratulations to PTP. May its journey 
of innovation and excellence continue to inspire, 
and may it remain a beacon of national pride 
in advancing Malaysia as a premier maritime 
destination.

forewordforeword

Most Malaysians will never walk the vast 
expanse of a container terminal, yet their lives 
are inextricably bound to it each day. Much 
of what sustains us within our shores and 
carries our name beyond them passes through 
our ports – the great conduits of Malaysia’s 
commerce with the world.

þȖǈʆ Ȝɸ ʧȖʭ ʆȖǳ ᶢᶥʆȖ ǈȿȿȜʦǳɰɸǈɰʭ Ɋȍ åɊɰʆ Ɋȍ 
Tanjung Pelepas (PTP) is a moment of national 
ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿǥǳṁ ĞȜʆȖȜȿ ǈ ɸȜȿȎȴǳ ȎǳȿǳɰǈʆȜɊȿḼ Ȝʆ 
has been transformed into a world-leading 
hub of trade and logistics, a testament to the 
unrelenting dedication of those whose labour 
sustains it each day.

Malaysia is, and has always been, a nation built 
on trade. The value of our commerce with the 
world exceeds the size of our economy, and 
almost 90 per cent of it moves by sea. This 
Ɋɭǳȿȿǳɸɸ Ȗǈɸ ȴɊȿȎ Ǭǳ̙ȿǳǬ Ɋʎɰ ȖȜɸʆɊɰʭ ǈȿǬ ʧȜȴȴ 
continue to shape our destiny.

PTP embodies Malaysia’s ambition to stand 
with distinction in the global maritime 
ǳǥɊȿɊȽʭṁ >ɊʎȿʆǳǬ ǈȽɊȿȎ ʆȖǳ ̙ȍʆǳǳȿ ǤʎɸȜǳɸʆ 

ɭɊɰʆɸ ʧɊɰȴǬʧȜǬǳ ǈȿǬ ɰǈȿȰǳǬ ̙ȍʆȖ ȍɊɰ ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿǥʭ 
by the World Bank, it ensures that Malaysia is 
poised to meet the demands of a new era of 
global trade.

The challenges ahead will be greater still. Mega-
ships are redrawing sea lanes. Automation 
and digitalisation are reshaping the nature 
of shipping. At the same time, a reordering of 
the world’s geoeconomic and political order 
is under way. PTP’s resolve to expand and 
modernise shows an awareness that agility and 
constant reinvention are essential if Malaysia is 
to triumph in this era of unprecedented change.

This commemorative volume honours that 
journey. It is also a reminder that Malaysia’s 
future will be written not only in R&D labs and 
ȍǈǥʆɊɰʭ ̚ɊɊɰɸḼ Ǥʎʆ Ɋȿ ʆȖǳ ɯʎǈʭɸ ǈȿǬ ǥɰǈȿǳɸ Ɋȍ 
ports like Tanjung Pelepas, where Malaysia’s 
aspirations are set in motion by land and sea.

Yang Amat Berhormat 
DATO’ SERI ANWAR IBRAHIM 
Prime Minister of Malaysia

Yang Berhormat 
LOKE SIEW FOOK
Minister of Transport Malaysia
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þȖǳ ɰȖʭʆȖȽȜǥ ɭʎȴɸǳ Ɋȍ ȎȴɊǤǈȴ ʆɰǈǬǳ ̙ȿǬɸ ǈ ʦȜʆǈȴ 
Ǥǳǈʆ Ȝȿ ¦ɊȖɊɰḼ ǈ ɸʆǈʆǳ ɸʆɰǈʆǳȎȜǥǈȴȴʭ ɭɊɸȜʆȜɊȿǳǬ 
along some of the world’s busiest maritime 
arteries. For generations, our waters have 
served as a bustling nexus, a testament to 
¦ɊȖɊɰṭɸ ǳȿǬʎɰȜȿȎ ɰɊȴǳ ǈɸ ǈ Ȱǳʭ ʧǈʭɭɊȜȿʆ ǈȿǬ 
destination for commerce spanning continents. 
þɊǬǈʭḼ ǈɸ ʆȖǳ ðʆɰǈȜʆ Ɋȍ ¦ɊȖɊɰ ǥɊȿʆȜȿʎǳɸ ʆɊ 
command an expanding share of international 
trade, the state government remains steadfast 
in unlocking this strategic advantage to 
ɭɰɊɭǳȴ ¦ɊȖɊɰ ʆɊʧǈɰǬɸ ǤǳǥɊȽȜȿȎ ǈ ɭɰɊɸɭǳɰɊʎɸḼ 
progressive and people-centric state.

Âʎɰ ǥɊȽȽȜʆȽǳȿʆ ʆɊ ȍɊɸʆǳɰȜȿȎ ǈ ǥɊȽɭǳʆȜʆȜʦǳ 
and dynamic maritime sector has been 
unwavering. Through dedicated efforts in 
regulatory frameworks, policy direction and 
administrative support, our agencies strive 
ʆɊ ǳȿɸʎɰǳ ¦ɊȖɊɰṭɸ ɭɊɰʆɸ ǈɰǳ ǈȴʧǈʭɸ ɰǳǈǬʭ ʆɊ 
meet evolving market demands and customer 
needs. 

PTP’s journey to becoming a preferred 
distribution hub in the region is a compelling 
narrative of strategic location meeting 
proactive policy. The expansion and relocation 

of global giants within PTP’s free zone stand 
as powerful endorsements of its potential. 
Beyond economic indicators, PTP’s growth 
Ȗǈɸ ɭɰɊȍɊʎȿǬȴʭ ȜȽɭǈǥʆǳǬ ɸɊʎʆȖʧǳɸʆ ¦ɊȖɊɰḼ 
generating thousands of direct and indirect 
job opportunities and spurring diverse spin-
off developments in industrial and residential 
ɸǳǥʆɊɰɸṁ þȖǳ ǬǳʦǳȴɊɭȽǳȿʆ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳ åɊȿʆȜǈȿṟ¦ɊȖɊɰ 
Bahru New Bridge, a tangible symbol of this 
synergy, further highlights PTP’s symbiotic 
relationship with the economic and social 
progress of its surrounding communities.

PTP’s contributions extend beyond economic 
metrics. Its proactive approach to human 
capital development and IR4.0 empowerment, 
through collaborations with institutions like 
universities and polytechnics, is cultivating 
a future-ready workforce and accelerating 
the adoption of Industry 4.0 technologies 
Ȝȿ ¦ɊȖɊɰṁ fʎɰʆȖǳɰȽɊɰǳḼ åþåṭɸ ǳʬʆǳȿɸȜʦǳ >ðè 
ɭɰɊȎɰǈȽȽǳɸ Ȗǈʦǳ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆȴʭ ʎɭȴȜȍʆǳǬ ʆȖǳ 
standard of living for thousands in the Gelang 
Patah community and beyond, demonstrating 
a deep commitment to social responsibility.

As you embark on this visual journey through 
the pages of this book, I invite you to witness 
the spirit of innovation, dedication and 
ǥɊȴȴǈǤɊɰǈʆȜɊȿ ʆȖǈʆ Ǭǳ̙ȿǳɸ ¦ɊȖɊɰṭɸ ȽǈɰȜʆȜȽǳ 
ɸʆɰǳȿȎʆȖṁ þȖȜɸ ɸɭȜɰȜʆ ɰǳ̚ǳǥʆɸ ʆȖǳ ʦǳɰʭ ǳɸɸǳȿǥǳ 
Ɋȍ µǈȭʎ ¦ɊȖɊɰḼ ǈ ǥɊȴȴǳǥʆȜʦǳ ǈɸɭȜɰǈʆȜɊȿ ʆɊ ǤʎȜȴǬ 
a state that is progressive, competitive and 
ȜȿǥȴʎɸȜʦǳṁ u ǈȽ ǥɊȿ̙Ǭǳȿʆ ʆȖǈʆ åþåḼ ʆȖɰɊʎȎȖ 
its unwavering commitment and pursuit of 
excellence, will continue to serve as a powerful 
ǥǈʆǈȴʭɸʆ ȍɊɰ ¦ɊȖɊɰṭɸ ǳǥɊȿɊȽȜǥ ȎɰɊʧʆȖ ǈȿǬ 
a shining example of how public-private 
partnership can drive lasting prosperity for the 
people and the nation.

Yang Amat Berhormat
DATO’ ONN HAFIZ GHAZI 
Menteri Besar of Johor
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At Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP), we have 
always believed in turning bold dreams into 
lasting legacies. This year, as we mark our 
ᶢᶥʆȖ ǈȿȿȜʦǳɰɸǈɰʭḼ ʧǳ ǥǳȴǳǤɰǈʆǳ ȽɊɰǳ ʆȖǈȿ ʆȖǳ 
passage of time. We honour the remarkable 
journey of vision, resilience and transformation 
that has positioned PTP as one of the world’s 
foremost transshipment hubs.

From modest beginnings, our ambition was 
steadfast: to develop a strategically located 
port that would anchor Malaysia’s prominence 
in global trade. Today, I am immensely proud 
to say that this vision has become a thriving 
reality as PTP stands among the leading and 
most advanced container ports in the world, 
serving as a catalyst for regional growth and 
delivering lasting socio-economic value to the 
local community.

Âʎɰ ɸʆɰǳȿȎʆȖ ǈɸ ǈ ʆɰǈȿɸɸȖȜɭȽǳȿʆ ȖʎǤ Ȗǈɸ 
long been a strategic edge, enabling us to 
attract major shipping alliances and global 
carriers. Although the journey has not been 
without trials, from geopolitical disruptions 
and escalating freight costs to risks of port 
ǥɊȿȎǳɸʆȜɊȿ ǈȿǬ ǳɯʎȜɭȽǳȿʆ ɸȖɊɰʆǈȎǳɸḼ ǳǈǥȖ 
challenge has strengthened our resolve and 
sharpened our ability to adapt. Through it 
all, PTP has remained resilient, standing as 
a beacon of reliability in an evolving global 
landscape.

We continue to make great strides toward 
our vision of becoming the premier maritime 
logistics player in the Strait of Malacca. 
The unwavering support of the Malaysian 
ȎɊʦǳɰȿȽǳȿʆ ǈȿǬ ʆȖǳ ¦ɊȖɊɰ ɸʆǈʆǳ ȎɊʦǳɰȿȽǳȿʆ 
has been fundamental to our record-breaking 
achievements and enduring success.

!ʆ åþåḼ ʧǳ ǤǳȴȜǳʦǳ ɭɰɊȎɰǳɸɸ ɰǳɯʎȜɰǳɸ ǈȎȜȴȜʆʭṁ !ɸ ʆȖǳ 
industry continues to evolve and competition 
ȜȿʆǳȿɸȜ̙ǳɸḼ ʧǳ Ƚʎɸʆ ɰǳȽǈȜȿ ɭɰɊǈǥʆȜʦǳ ǈȿǬ 
forward-looking. We remain prepared, resilient 
and committed to delivering exceptional value 
to customers and stakeholders alike.

Looking ahead, we are more focused than 
ever. We aim to scale our terminal capacity and 
ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿǥʭḼ Ȝȿʦǳɸʆ Ȝȿ ɸȽǈɰʆǳɰ ʆǳǥȖȿɊȴɊȎȜǳɸ ǈȿǬ 
embrace a sustainable future. We are steadfast 
in charting the next chapter of growth with 
purpose and ambition.

Yet, this milestone is not solely about 
infrastructure or capacity – it is, above all, a 
ǥǳȴǳǤɰǈʆȜɊȿ Ɋȍ ɭǳɊɭȴǳṁ Âʎɰ ǬǳǬȜǥǈʆǳǬ ʧɊɰȰȍɊɰǥǳḼ 
whose passion and perseverance form the 
backbone of PTP; our customers and partners, 
who have grown with us; and our national 
and state leaders, whose trust and vision have 
ɭǈʦǳǬ ʆȖǳ ʧǈʭṁ Mʦǳɰʭ ǥɊȿʆǈȜȿǳɰ ȖǈȿǬȴǳǬḼ ǈȿǬ 
every vessel berthed is a testament to shared 
effort and collective achievement.

To everyone who has been part of this journey – 
ʆȖǈȿȰ ʭɊʎṁ ĤɊʎɰ ǥɊȿ̙Ǭǳȿǥǳ Ȝȿ ʎɸ ȍʎǳȴɸ Ɋʎɰ ǬɰȜʦǳ 
to go further, faster. And to the remarkable PTP 
team: you are the soul of this organisation. This 
legacy belongs to each and every one of you.

!ɸ ʧǳ ɰǳ̚ǳǥʆ Ɋȿ ȖɊʧ ȍǈɰ ʧǳ Ȗǈʦǳ ǥɊȽǳḼ ʧǳ ǈȴɸɊ 
look ahead with renewed determination. This 
ᶢᶥʆȖ ǈȿȿȜʦǳɰɸǈɰʭ Ȝɸ ȿɊʆ ȭʎɸʆ ǈ ǥǳȴǳǤɰǈʆȜɊȿ Ṝ Ȝʆ Ȝɸ ǈ 
ɰǳǈȍ̙ɰȽǈʆȜɊȿ Ɋȍ ʧȖɊ ʧǳ ǈɰǳ ǈȿǬ ʧȖǈʆ ʧǳ ǈɸɭȜɰǳ 
to become. The journey continues – bolder, 
smarter and stronger than ever.

Together towards a sustainable future.

Thank you.

Yang Berbahagia
TAN SRI CHE KHALIB MOHAMAD NOH 
Group Managing Director of MMC Corporation Berhad
 / Chairman of Port of Tanjung Pelepas
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þȖǳ ɡ ᶥʆȖ ǈȿȿȜʦǳɰɸǈɰʭ Ɋȍ åɊɰʆ Ɋȍ þǈȿȭʎȿȎ åǳȴǳɭǈɸ 
ṓåþåṔ ȽǈɰȰɸ ǈ ɭɰɊʎǬ ǈȿǬ Ǭǳ̙ȿȜȿȎ ǥȖǈɭʆǳɰḼ ȿɊʆ 
only in the port’s remarkable journey, but also 
in the on-going growth of MMC Ports and 
Malaysia’s maritime landscape.

As a key member of the MMC Ports family, PTP 
has played a transformative role in shaping 
the country’s port infrastructure and logistics 
ǳǥɊɸʭɸʆǳȽṁ ðȜȿǥǳ Ȝʆɸ ȜȿǥǳɭʆȜɊȿ Ȝȿ ᶢᶠᶠᶠḼ åþå Ȗǈɸ 
ȿɊʆ Ɋȿȴʭ ɰǳǬǳ̙ȿǳǬ ʧȖǈʆ Ȝʆ Ƚǳǈȿɸ ʆɊ Ǥǳ ǈ ʧɊɰȴǬṟ
class transshipment hub, but has also helped 
elevate Malaysia’s position on the global trade 
map. Its extraordinary growth over the past 
ɯʎǈɰʆǳɰṟǥǳȿʆʎɰʭ ɸʆǈȿǬɸ ǈɸ ǈ ǤǳǈǥɊȿ Ɋȍ ʧȖǈʆ 
bold vision, strategic foresight and operational 
excellence can achieve.

MMC Ports, as Malaysia’s largest integrated 
port operator, has always championed the 
development of strong and future-ready port 
facilities, underpinned by synergy, scale and 
ȜȿȿɊʦǈʆȜɊȿṁ åþå ǳʬǳȽɭȴȜ̙ǳɸ ʆȖȜɸ ǥɊȽȽȜʆȽǳȿʆṁ 
As the nation’s busiest container port and 
a cornerstone of MMC Ports’ portfolio, PTP 
continues to set new standards in operational 
ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿǥʭ ǈȿǬ ɸǳɰʦȜǥǳ ǬǳȴȜʦǳɰʭṁ uʆ Ȝɸ ǤɊʆȖ ǈ 
commercial success and a national asset.

åþåṭɸ ȎɰɊʧʆȖ Ȗǈɸ ǥɊȿʆɰȜǤʎʆǳǬ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆȴʭ 
to the socio-economic fabric of Malaysia. By 
ǥǈʆǈȴʭɸȜȿȎ ɰǳȎȜɊȿǈȴ ǬǳʦǳȴɊɭȽǳȿʆ Ȝȿ ¦ɊȖɊɰḼ 
attracting global shipping alliances and 
enabling value-added logistics activities, it 
Ȗǈɸ ȎǳȿǳɰǈʆǳǬ ȖȜȎȖṟɯʎǈȴȜʆʭ ȭɊǤɸḼ ǤʎȜȴʆ ɰǳɸȜȴȜǳȿʆ 
supply chains and positioned Malaysia as a 
competitive maritime gateway for Asia and 
beyond.

The relationship between PTP and MMC Ports 
is more than that of operator and asset. It is 
a partnership grounded in shared purpose. 
Together, we have driven a culture of continuous 
improvement, technological advancement 
and sustainability across our network of ports. 
This culture has empowered us to respond 
resiliently to global challenges, accelerate 
digital transformation and remain agile in a 
fast-changing trade environment.

As we celebrate this milestone, we also look 
ʆɊ ʆȖǳ ȍʎʆʎɰǳ ʧȜʆȖ ǥɊȿ̙Ǭǳȿǥǳṁ åþåṭɸ ȭɊʎɰȿǳʭ 
is far from over. Its strategic role within MMC 
Ports will continue to expand, strengthening 
Malaysia’s logistics competitiveness, enhancing 
ʆɰǈǬǳ ̚Ɋʧɸ ʆȖɰɊʎȎȖ ʆȖǳ ðʆɰǈȜʆ Ɋȍ µǈȴǈǥǥǈ ǈȿǬ 
supporting national aspirations for inclusive, 
innovation-led growth.

Âȿ ǤǳȖǈȴȍ Ɋȍ µµ> åɊɰʆɸḼ u ǳʬʆǳȿǬ Ɋʎɰ Ȗǳǈɰʆȍǳȴʆ 
congratulations to the entire PTP team, past 
and present, whose dedication, professionalism 
ǈȿǬ ȜȿȎǳȿʎȜʆʭ Ȗǈʦǳ ȽǈǬǳ ʆȖȜɸ ᶢᶥṟʭǳǈɰ ȭɊʎɰȿǳʭ 
so extraordinary. May the next chapter be even 
more dynamic, impactful and inspiring.

Here’s to 25 Years of Excellence, and to the 
many more achievements that lie ahead.

Thank you.

Yang Amat Berhormat

DATO’ AZMAN SHAH MOHD YUSOF 
���Õ�Û�²�Ì�‘�-�k�²�¤�M�E�Û�e�²�‘�•�Ì�ö�¤�²�/�‘�	�Ì�‘�t�t���‘�¤�	�/�E�‘�O�	�ó�«�Û�þ�Í�7�‘���²�/�Õ�‡�«�‘
/ Director of Port of Tanjung Pelepas

foreword

06 •  Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP), Malaysia | 25 Years of Excellence The Rise of a Maritime Giant: A History of Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP)  • 07

KEITH SVENDSEN
���Õ�Û�²�Ì�‘�-�k�²�¤�M�E�Û�e�²�‘�•�Ì�ö�¤�²�/�‘�	�Ì�‘���¤�t�‘�½�²�/�ü�Û�þ�‡�ó�7

þʧǳȿʆʭṟ̙ʦǳ ʭǳǈɰɸ ǈȎɊḼ åɊɰʆ Ɋȍ þǈȿȭʎȿȎ åǳȴǳɭǈɸ 
(PTP) began as a bold idea on the Strait of 
Malacca, a strategic bet on location, partnership 
and ambition. Today, it stands among the 
ʧɊɰȴǬṭɸ ȽɊɸʆ ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿʆ ʆɰǈȿɸɸȖȜɭȽǳȿʆ ȖʎǤɸṁ 
This book tells that story.  

For us at A.P. Møller - Mærsk, PTP is more 
than a joint venture – it’s part of our family. 
Âʎɰ ɭǈɰʆȿǳɰɸȖȜɭ ʧȜʆȖ µµ> gɰɊʎɭ Ȗǈɸ Ǥǳǳȿ 
grounded in trust and shaped by shared 
execution, through early uncertainty, rapid 
growth and shifting global dynamics. Together, 
we have created lasting value for the customers 
and communities connected to the port.  

I remember those early days vividly. When 
Maersk Line made the decision to move from 
Singapore, I had the privilege of being on site 
ǬʎɰȜȿȎ åþåṭɸ ̙ɰɸʆ ȽɊȿʆȖɸ Ɋȍ ɊɭǳɰǈʆȜɊȿṁ ĞȖǈʆ u 
witnessed then – the resolve, the effort and the 
pride – laid the foundation for everything that 
followed. It has been remarkable to see how 
that spirit has compounded over the years into 
one of the industry’s great success stories.  

Today, as our main Asian hub within the 
Gemini Cooperation, PTP continues to lead 
in digitalisation, reliability and sustainable 
operations. It has lifted standards not only for 
itself, but for the region – all while remaining 
true to the principles that matter most: 
Safety, Quality, Delivery and Cost. Disciplined 
performance. Human execution. Long-term 
perspective.  

This is what it means to be Lifting Standards – 
not as a slogan, but as a way of working.  

The pages that follow are not simply a record of 
infrastructure or volumes. They tell the story of 
people – engineers, crane operators, planners, 
managers, partners and pioneers – who turned 
a vision into a world-class gateway for global 
trade.  

To every member of the PTP team, past and 
present: thank you. Your work matters. Your 
results endure. And as we look ahead, we do so 
ʧȜʆȖ ǥɊȿ̙ǬǳȿǥǳḼ ɰǳǈǬʭ ʆɊ ǤʎȜȴǬ Ɋȿ ʆȖȜɸ ȴǳȎǈǥʭ 
ǈȿǬ ɸȖǈɭǳ ʆȖǳ ȿǳʬʆ ᶢᶥ ʭǳǈɰɸ ʆɊȎǳʆȖǳɰṁ  



It is with profound honour and immense pride 
that I write a foreword for this special book 
ǥɊȽȽǳȽɊɰǈʆȜȿȎ ᶢᶥ ɰǳȽǈɰȰǈǤȴǳ ʭǳǈɰɸ Ɋȍ åɊɰʆ 
of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP). Though I only joined 
ʆȖȜɸ ɸɭǳǥȜǈȴ ȍǈȽȜȴʭ Ȝȿ ᶢᶠᶢᶤḼ ʆȖǳ ɸʆɰɊȿȎ ʆǳǈȽ 
spirit and foundations of the organisation were 
immediately evident and have allowed us to 
do great things. This coffee table book is not 
just a historical record; it is a testament to the 
powerful legacy created by special people and 
to a vision built over two and a half decades.

þȖǳ ɭǈɸʆ ᶢᶥ ʭǳǈɰɸ Ȗǈʦǳ ʆɰǈȿɸȍɊɰȽǳǬ ʧȖǈʆ 
ʧǈɸ Ɋȿǥǳ ǈ ̙ɸȖȜȿȎ ʦȜȴȴǈȎǳ ȜȿʆɊ ǈ ȍɊɰȽȜǬǈǤȴǳ 
force in the global maritime industry, and 
this achievement is a direct result of the 
unwavering commitment of great PTP teams 
– both past and present. Your tireless efforts, 
relentless innovation and passion have built the 
ɰɊǤʎɸʆ Ȝȿȍɰǈɸʆɰʎǥʆʎɰǳ ǈȿǬ ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿʆ ɊɭǳɰǈʆȜɊȿɸ 
ʆȖǈʆ Ǭǳ̙ȿǳ ʎɸ ʆɊǬǈʭṁ u ʧǈȿʆ ʆɊ ǳʬʆǳȿǬ ɸɭǳǥȜǈȴ 
appreciation to the past leaders of PTP – your 
strategic foresight and unwavering dedication 
were instrumental in guiding PTP through its 
formative years and laying the groundwork for 
the thriving port we are today. 

This foreword would not be complete without 
acknowledging the profound trust and 
partnership of our valued customers – from the 
major shipping lines and box operators who 
choose PTP as their preferred transshipment 
hub, to the local importers, exporters, free 
zone tenants and users, hauliers, agents, 
and everyone else who relies on the services 
that we offer – your on-going business and 
ǥɊȿ̙Ǭǳȿǥǳ Ȝȿ Ɋʎɰ ǥǈɭǈǤȜȴȜʆȜǳɸ ǈɰǳ ʧȖǈʆ ǬɰȜʦǳ ʎɸ 
to continuously excel. 

We also deeply appreciate our other business 
partners – including our suppliers and the 
various government agencies of Malaysia at 
both federal and state levels. Your commitment 
has been instrumental in enabling PTP to be 
ǈ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆ ǳǥɊȿɊȽȜǥ ǳȿȎȜȿǳ ȍɊɰ ¦ɊȖɊɰ ǈȿǬ 
Malaysia.

!ɸ ʧǳ ɸʆǈȿǬ ǈʆ ʆȖȜɸ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆ ɯʎǈɰʆǳɰṟǥǳȿʆʎɰʭ 
mark, we also embrace the inherent challenges 
of our industry. The ports and logistics sector will 
continue to navigate many challenges, which 
ʧȜȴȴ Ɋȿȴʭ ɸʆɰǳȿȎʆȖǳȿ Ɋʎɰ ɰǳɸɊȴʦǳṁ µʭ ̙ɰȽ ǤǳȴȜǳȍ 
is that PTP’s path forward lies in our unwavering 

focus on our people, technology and processes, 
with safety as our non-negotiable core value, 
and always placing our customers at the very 
heart of everything we do. 

Looking ahead, the future for PTP is full 
of exciting opportunities and our vision is 
clear. We will continue to be resilient while 
driving shareholder and customer value with 
service that is second to none by leveraging 
smart technology, improving productivity 
and purposefully moving towards our 
ǳȿʦȜɰɊȿȽǳȿʆǈȴḼ ɸɊǥȜǈȴ ǈȿǬ ȎɊʦǳɰȿǈȿǥǳ ṓMðgṔ 
ȎɊǈȴɸḼ Ǥǳǥǈʎɸǳ ǈ ɸʎɸʆǈȜȿǈǤȴǳ ȍʎʆʎɰǳ Ǥǳȿǳ̙ʆɸ ǈȴȴ 
of us.

Âʎɰ ǈȽǤȜʆȜɊȿ Ȝɸ ǤɊȴǬḼ ȖɊʧǳʦǳɰḼ ʆȖȜɸ Ȝɸ ǈȴɸɊ ʧȖǈʆ 
Ȗǈɸ Ǭǳ̙ȿǳǬ ʎɸ Ȝȿ ʆȖǳ ȴǈɸʆ ᶢᶥ ʭǳǈɰɸṁ

Âȿǥǳ ǈȎǈȜȿḼ Ƚʭ ɸȜȿǥǳɰǳɸʆ ȎɰǈʆȜʆʎǬǳ ʆɊ ǳʦǳɰʭ 
member of this incredible PTP family, cherished 
customers and other business partners, 
including our supportive government entities.  
This book is dedicated to all of you, and I hope 
you enjoy paging through it.

MARK HARDIMAN
���Õ�Û�²�Ì�‘�-�k�²�¤�M�E�Û�e�²�‘�•�Ì�ö�¤�²�/�‘�	�Ì�‘�¤�	�/�E�‘�	�Ì�‘�½�‡�þ�ì�M�þ�Í�‘�¤�²�ó�²�,�‡�7
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CHAPTER 01

ROMANCE DAWN: 
SETTING THE STAGE

INTRODUCTION 

Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP),
or Pelabuhan Tanjung Pelepas Sdn 
Bhd in its full company name in 
Bahasa Malaysia, is a proud member 
of MMC Group and a joint venture 
with APM Terminals. It stands as 
Malaysia’s crown jewel in the realm 
of international transshipment 
Positioned with masterful precision 
at the crossroads of the world’s 
maritime arteries, where the 
bustling shipping lanes converge 
through the Strait of Malacca, PTP 
enjoys a geographical blessing.

Nestled within a sheltered bay, nature has 
bestowed upon its deep drafts, effortlessly 
cradling even the colossal new generation 
ultra large container vessels that command the 
seas today. Unburdened by tidal constraints 
and graced with a broad, welcoming access 
channel, ships glide seamlessly in and out, 
ǈ Ƚǳɰǳ ᶤᶥṟȽȜȿʎʆǳ ǬȜʦǳɰɸȜɊȿ ȍɰɊȽ ʆȖǳ ȽǈȜȿ 
thoroughfare.

Beyond its natural endowments, PTP 
thrives within the vibrant heart of Malaysia’s 
burgeoning economic powerhouse, Iskandar 
Malaysia, and shares a dynamic synergy 
with its neighbour, the commercial dynamo 
of Southeast Asia, Singapore. A tapestry of 
interconnected transportation networks – air, 
road and rail – weaves a seamless logistical 
ʧǳǤḼ ǳȿɸʎɰȜȿȎ ɸʧȜȍʆ ǈȿǬ ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿʆ ȽɊʦǳȽǳȿʆ 
of goods. Moreover, its strategic proximity to 
the pulsating rhythms of international trade 
and shipping lines along the Strait of Malacca 
guarantees unparalleled connectivity. From 
these shores, a vast network of shipping 
routes unfurls, promising the swift and reliable 
passage of cargo to virtually every corner of 
the globe.
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MAIN MARITIME 
SHIPPING ROUTES 
AND CHECKPOINTS
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WHERE IT STARTED 

GELANG PATAH: BEYOND 
THE PORT - A DISTRICT OF 
TRANSFORMATION AND 
POTENTIAL

Gelang Patah, nestled at the 
ɸɊʎʆȖʧǳɸʆǳɰȿȽɊɸʆ ʆȜɭ Ɋȍ ¦ɊȖɊɰḼ 
Malaysia, transcends its mere 
geographical designation as the 
home of a thriving port. It stands 
as a compelling narrative of 
dynamic evolution, a region where 
historical roots intertwine with the 
transformative forces of industrial 
and urban expansion, all driven by 
the aspirations of an increasingly 
diverse and burgeoning community. 

Note

1. Gelang Patah is a historically rich and rapidly developing town in the 
Iskandar Puteri region of Johor, Malaysia.

2. Gelang Patah has transformed from a quiet settlement into a thriving 
centre for economic, industrial and tourism growth.

Historically, Gelang Patah existed as a serene 
ǳȿǥȴǈʦǳ ǥȖǈɰǈǥʆǳɰȜɸǳǬ Ǥʭ ʆɰǈǬȜʆȜɊȿǈȴ ̙ɸȖȜȿȎ 
villages, sprawling agricultural lands and a 
more unhurried rhythm of life. The very name, 
believed to translate to “broken bracelet” in 
Malay, whispers tales of local folklore and an 
intrinsic connection to the land. However, the 
ȴǈʆǳ ᶢᶠʆȖ ǈȿǬ ǳǈɰȴʭ ᶢᶡɸʆ ǥǳȿʆʎɰȜǳɸ ȖǳɰǈȴǬǳǬ ǈ 
seismic shift, catalysed by the establishment 
ǈȿǬ ɸʎǤɸǳɯʎǳȿʆ ǳʬɭɊȿǳȿʆȜǈȴ ȎɰɊʧʆȖ Ɋȍ åþåṁ 
This singular development acted as a powerful 
ǳȿȎȜȿǳḼ ȜȿȭǳǥʆȜȿȎ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆ ǳǥɊȿɊȽȜǥ ʦȜʆǈȴȜʆʭ 
and irrevocably reshaping the district’s physical 
landscape and demographic composition.
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=ǳʭɊȿǬ ʆȖǳ ȜȽȽǳǬȜǈʆǳ Ȝȿ̚ʎǳȿǥǳ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳ 
port, Gelang Patah has experienced rapid 
urbanisation and a surge in infrastructure 
ǬǳʦǳȴɊɭȽǳȿʆṁ þȖǳ Ɋȿǥǳ ɯʎȜǳʆ ǈɰʆǳɰȜǳɸ ȿɊʧ ɭʎȴɸǳ 
ʧȜʆȖ ȜȿǥɰǳǈɸǳǬ ʦǳȖȜǥʎȴǈɰ ʆɰǈȍ̙ǥḼ ȿǳǥǳɸɸȜʆǈʆȜȿȎ 
crucial upgrades and the development of 
new thoroughfares to seamlessly connect 
the district’s various nodes and facilitate the 
ǳȍ̙ǥȜǳȿʆ ̚Ɋʧ Ɋȍ ǤɊʆȖ ȎɊɊǬɸ ǈȿǬ ɭǳɊɭȴǳṁ

The economic dynamism of Gelang Patah 
extends beyond the port’s periphery, with the 
burgeoning growth of diverse industries and 
economic activities. The presence of PTP has 
magnetised logistics enterprises, extensive 
warehousing facilities and a constellation 
of supporting businesses, fostering a 
more resilient and multifaceted economic 
base. Furthermore, its strategic inclusion 
within the Iskandar Malaysia economic 
zone empowers Gelang Patah to leverage 
regional development initiatives meticulously 
designed to attract robust investment across 
a spectrum of sectors, including advanced 
manufacturing, vibrant tourism and esteemed 
education.

Today, Gelang Patah stands at the cusp of 
even greater achievements, possessing 
ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆ ʎȿʆǈɭɭǳǬ ɭɊʆǳȿʆȜǈȴ ȍɊɰ ȍʎʆʎɰǳ 
growth and sustained development. The 
on-going strategic development within 
the Iskandar Malaysia framework promises 
ȍʎɰʆȖǳɰ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆ ȜȿʦǳɸʆȽǳȿʆ ǈȿǬ ǳʬǥȜʆȜȿȎ 
opportunities across diverse sectors, a 
ɭɊʆǳȿʆȜǈȴ ȿɊʧ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆȴʭ ǈȽɭȴȜ̙ǳǬ Ǥʭ Ȝʆɸ 
ɭȜʦɊʆǈȴ ɰɊȴǳ Ȝȿ ʆȖǳ ɰǳǥǳȿʆȴʭ ǈȿȿɊʎȿǥǳǬ ¦ɊȖɊɰṟ
ðȜȿȎǈɭɊɰǳ ðɭǳǥȜǈȴ MǥɊȿɊȽȜǥ ĮɊȿǳ ṓ¦ðṟðMĮṔṁ

With meticulous planning, a steadfast 
commitment to sustainable development 
practices and a clear vision for the future, 
Gelang Patah is poised to not only continue its 
remarkable trajectory of transformation, but 
ǈȴɸɊ ʆɊ ɭɰǳɸǳɰʦǳ Ȝʆɸ ʎȿȜɯʎǳ ȜǬǳȿʆȜʆʭ ǈȿǬ ǳȿɸʎɰǳ 
ǈȿ ǳʬǥǳɭʆȜɊȿǈȴ ɯʎǈȴȜʆʭ Ɋȍ ȴȜȍǳ ȍɊɰ ǈȴȴ Ȝʆɸ ɰǳɸȜǬǳȿʆɸḼ 
solidifying its place as a key contributor to the 
region’s prosperity.
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Note

2. Today, Gelang Patah has transformed from a traditional agricultural and 
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Note

1. Before PTP’s cranes became part of the skyline, Gelang Patah was a 
�ü�M�¤�Õ�‘�7�ü�‡�ó�ó�²�/�D�‘�.�M�Û�²�E�²�/�‘�¤�	�ü�ü�M�þ�Û�E�l�‘�7�M�7�E�‡�Û�þ�²�«�‘�ü�‡�Û�þ�ó�l�‘�£�l�‘�ö�7�Õ�Û�þ�Í�‘�‡�þ�«�‘�7�ü�‡�ó�ó�g
scale agriculture.



FROM A 
FISHING VILLAGE…
The development of PTP from a small 
ʆɰǈǬȜʆȜɊȿǈȴ ̙ɸȖȜȿȎ ʦȜȴȴǈȎǳ ɸʎɰɰɊʎȿǬǳǬ Ǥʭ ɊȜȴ 
palm plantations and coastal settlements 
ɰǳ̚ǳǥʆɸ ǈ ǬǳȴȜǤǳɰǈʆǳ ɸʆɰǈʆǳȎȜǥ ǳȍȍɊɰʆ Ǥʭ 
µǈȴǈʭɸȜǈ ʆɊ ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆȴʭ ǳȿȖǈȿǥǳ Ȝʆɸ 
maritime infrastructure and strengthen its 
competitiveness within the global shipping 
network, particularly along the Strait of 
Malacca.

… TO ONE OF THE 
WORLD’S BUSIEST 
CONTAINER 
TERMINALS

�½�Õ�²�j �,�	�/�E�j �f�‡�7�j �«�²�e�²�ó�	�,�²�«�j �Ì�/�	�ü�j �‡�j �Í�/�²�²�þ�Ú�²�ó�«�j
consisting of 2,938 acres for both the 
terminal and the free zone area. Today, 
PTP serves major shipping lines and box 
operators, providing shippers in Malaysia 
and abroad with extensive connectivity to 
the global markets.
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Note

1. Kampung Tanjung Pelepas (circa; 1994).

Note

2. Port of Tanjung Pelepas (present day)



CHAPTER 02

THE GENESIS: 
FROM VISION TO REALITY

INITIAL VISION AND 
MOTIVATION

The development of PTP was driven 
by Malaysia’s national aspirations, 
as outlined in the then Malaysian 
government’s Vision 2020. This 
ambitious plan aimed to elevate 
Malaysia to a developed nation 
ɸʆǈʆʎɸ Ǥʭ ᶢᶠᶢᶠḼ ʧȜʆȖ ǈ ʧɊɰȴǬṟǥȴǈɸɸ 
port facility being a key component. 

=ʭ ʆȖǳ ǳǈɰȴʭ ᶡᶩᶩᶠɸḼ ʆȖǳ ǳʬȜɸʆȜȿȎ ¦ɊȖɊɰ åɊɰʆ 
at Pasir Gudang, operational since 1977 and 
rapidly expanding, was projected to face 
ɸȜȎȿȜ̙ǥǈȿʆ ǥǈɭǈǥȜʆʭ ǥɊȿɸʆɰǈȜȿʆɸ Ǥʭ ʆȖǳ ʆʎɰȿ 
of the millennium. Recognising this, the 
¦ɊȖɊɰ åɊɰʆ !ʎʆȖɊɰȜʆʭ ȜȿȜʆȜǈʆǳǬ ɸʆʎǬȜǳɸ Ȝȿ 
1990 to identify a suitable location for a new 
ɭɊɰʆ ǥǈɭǈǤȴǳ Ɋȍ ȽǳǳʆȜȿȎ ȍʎʆʎɰǳ ǥǈɰȎɊ ʆɰǈȍ̙ǥ 
ǬǳȽǈȿǬɸṁ þȖǳɸǳ ɸʆʎǬȜǳɸ ȜǬǳȿʆȜ̙ǳǬ þǈȿȭʎȿȎ 
Pelepas, at the eastern mouth of Pulai River, 
Gelang Patah, as the most viable site. 
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Note

1. PTP development began in 1997, amidst the Asian economic crisis, and 
was completed on time and within budget.




